
SENT BY EMAIL 

scottish.ministers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  

 

FAO: 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth 

John Swinney MSP 

 

21 June 2012 

Dear Mr Swinney, 

 

REWARD TO SETTLER COMPANY EDEN SPRINGS 

 

I am writing on behalf of Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign to express our dismay about the award, in 

October 2010, of a grant worth £200,000 to Eden Springs UK Ltd.   

 

You will be aware that Eden Springs UK Ltd, and its European parent company Eden Spring Europe BV, are 

owned by Eden Springs Ltd/Mayanot Eden
[1]

, which is complicit with the state of Israel in war crimes.  Eden 

Springs Ltd/Mayanot Eden profits from the illegal occupation of the Golan and through the theft of water 

resources from the Occupied Territory.  This territory has been occupied and colonised by Israel since 1967 

in violation of international law and many UN resolutions.  Eden Springs’ operations are based in illegal 

settlements in the Golan and the Hague Regulations (1907) expressly prohibit both the use of natural 

resources from occupied territory for commercial gain (article 47) and also the privatisation of these 

resources (article 55).
[2]

  Eden Springs Ltd is unquestionably in violation of these regulations.   

 

A motion has been lodged in the Scottish Parliament (S4M-02992) which addresses these issues and seeks 

support from MSPs for an end to any further public funding for Eden Springs UK Ltd.  An amendment (S4M-

02292.1,) which has also been lodged, clearly misrepresents the information that is readily available 

regarding Eden Springs UK Ltd.  As outlined above, Eden Springs Ltd/Mayanot Eden is the owner of Eden 

Springs UK Ltd and Eden Springs Europe BV; and it has never been claimed that the water in the coolers in 

the UK and elsewhere in Europe are sourced from the Occupied Golan.  Scottish PSC and other 

organisations such as War on Want object to the complicity of Eden Springs in Israel’s illegal occupation 

and violations of human rights and international law.   

 

There is no requirement at all for the Scottish Government (and Scottish taxpayers) to provide support for 

Eden Springs UK Ltd.  There are many other water cooler companies that could be supported in order to 

promote job creation in Scotland, particularly those companies that do not have the resources of 

multinationals such as Eden Springs.  Eden Springs UK Ltd has been a particularly aggressive company in 

buying up smaller companies across Scotland, and a Scottish government strategy of funding such a 

company is questionable.  

 

Of particular concern to us is the chain of events that led to the decision to award £200,000 to Eden 

Springs UK Ltd which appears to show clear Scottish Government support for the settler company.   

- 28 July 2009, Jack Perry, Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise writes to Graham Carruthers, 

Business Development Director of Eden Springs UK Ltd.  The letter reveals that in a letter dated 16 

July 2009, Eden Springs wrote to Scottish Enterprise seeking help to counter a campaign by Scottish 

                                                 
[1]

 FT.com Business Profile of Eden Springs Ltd, http://markets.ft.com/Research/Markets/Tearsheets/Business-

profile?s=MEYD:TLV (sourced 20 June 2012) 
[2]

 From Settlement to Shelf: The Economic Occupation of the Syrian Golan, http://www.golan-

marsad.org/Images/022011/almarsad%20final%20english%20book%20From%20Settlement%20to%20Shelf.pdf  



Palestine Solidarity Campaign to highlight the role of Eden Springs in Israel’s violations of human 

rights and international law
[3]

. 

- 5 January 2010, you met in your capacity as Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Sustainable Growth 

with the UK Managing Director of Eden Springs in your offices
[4]

. 

- 27 January 2010, in an article in Israeli business magazine ‘The Marker’, Israel’s Ambassador to the 

UK Ron Prosor reveals that in Scotland “we are working so that [Eden Springs] sales will indeed not 

be hurt”
[5]

.   

- 3 October 2010 the media reports the grant awarded to Eden Springs and Jean-Marc Bolinger, UK 

Managing Director of Eden Springs UK Ltd said that “the company's shareholders had been 

reassured by the support it had received from the Scottish Government and Scottish Enterprise”
[6]

. 

- 5 October 2010, in your capacity as Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Sustainable Growth you visited 

Eden Springs at their Hamilton office
[7]

. 

 

We understand that the SNP Government has given positive indications that it wishes to forge a different 

and more independent course than the UK Government on major foreign issues.  With regard to Israel, the 

First Minister, Alex Salmond, rightly condemned the deadly attack on the Mavi Marmara as “an atrocity on 

the high seas” and also in 2010 he stated that Israel's unceasing crimes merited more than a "diplomatic 

dance" (over passport misuse) and that "this has implications for example in trading relationships - you 

can't have normal relationships if you believe another country has been involved in what Israel has been 

involved in".  If put into action these words are the kind that can help end Israel’s violations of human 

rights and international law and contribute toward the establishment of lasting peace based on justice and 

equal rights.  The Scottish Government’s attitude toward Eden Springs appears to indicate however that 

the SNP Government is not prepared to put such impressive words in support of justice into action.   

 

We would very much like to find out whether you find it acceptable for public funds in Scotland to be used 

to support any part of this settler company.  Such support only legitimises the company and promotes a 

brand that is profiting from illegal occupation of territory and the human rights abuses associated with 

that. 

 

We understand that most of the £200,000 grant has already been received by Eden Springs UK Ltd.  We 

would, however, like assurances that no further public money will be given to this company. 

 

I look forward to your prompt response.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ian MacDonald 

On behalf of Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign 

 

 

                                                 
[3]

 http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_phocadownload&view=category&download=174:eden-springs-admits-

boycott-is-hurting&id=3:factsheets&Itemid=200704  
[4]

 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/918/0105995.pdf  
[5]

 http://www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/news/news/2411-israeli-ambassadors-economic-investments-are-also-

central-to-national-security-and-the-political-field-.html  
[6]

 http://www.scotsman.com/business/water-works-for-eden-springs-as-it-plans-163-20m-expansion-1-822704  
[7]

 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1070/0112636.pdf  


