THE PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE - An LGBTQIA+ Issue

The LGBTQIA+ community has a long tradition of solidarity with other marginalised and oppressed groups.

During the 1984 /85 miners strike groups such as ‘Leshians and Gays Support the Miners’ fiercely defended the
striking miners in Dulais Valley, Wales. Against the backdrop of an HIV//Aids crisis and in spite of initial hesitation,
an unbreakable hond of solidarity and class consciousness was forged. Two seemingly unrelated groups setting
aside preconceived notions to fight for each other’s rights to dignity, respect and safety.

Today, as government and media weaponise propaganda to strip trans and queer rights, fostering what some
describe as a Gender Apartheid, there is another dual struggle, with it being no coincidence that the same figures
driving these attacks are funding and supporting the genocide in Gaza.

Queer liberation is fundamentally tied to Palestinian liberation: the right
to self-determination, dignity, freedom and equal access to public spaces
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Despite attempts to Pinkwash, at its core settler colonial projects such as Israel aim to uphold
heteronormative, patriarchal and binary ideas of gender and sexuality.

Over the years the Israeli government has launched multiple PR campaigns aimed at distracting Western
audiences from its illegal occupation and apartheid policies. These promote the illusion of a progressive
liberal state whilst perpetuating harmful stereotypes that Palestinians and the wider Arab world are
inherently backward, oppressive and homophobic. Despite this queer-positive facade Benjamin
Netanyahu’s far right government continuously aligns itself with homophobic, intolerant and racist
leaders such as Jair Bolsonaro, pastor John Hagee & Donald Trump.

As queer and trans people in Scotland it is imperative that we recognise the similarities of the
propaganda tactics used against our community and against queer and non-queer Palestinians.
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