Amended Resolution 35 carried at STUC Women’s Conference October 2025.

The Disproportionate Impact of the Crisis in Gaza on Women and Children

“That this Conference notes with deep concern the ongoing humanitarian crisis in
Gaza and the disproportionate impact it has on women and children. As the primary
caregivers and pillars of community life, women bear the brunt of conflict-driven
displacement, poverty, and trauma. In Gaza, over two-thirds of those killed or injured
are reportedly women and children, with homes, schools, and health facilities
repeatedly targeted or destroyed.

“On August 15th 2025 famine was declared in Gaza. The United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) stated “Women and girls are enduring increasingly horrific conditions
in Gaza — with widespread malnutrition and disease putting the lives of pregnant and
breastfeeding women and their babies at particular risk.

“Conference recognises that the collapse of essential infrastructure - healthcare,
water, sanitation, and education - intensifies gendered vulnerabilities. Women face
heightened risks of sexual violence and exploitation, and maternal health services
are critically lacking. Children endure chronic psychological trauma, stunted
development, and restricted access to education and safety.

“Conference calls on the STUC Women’s Committee to: « condemn all acts of
violence against civilians, especially those disproportionately affecting women and
children; « urge affiliated unions to advocate for increased humanitarian aid and
international protection; and ¢ lobby the UK and Scottish Governments to support an
immediate ceasefire and a pathway toward sustainable peace, grounded in human
rights and international law.

“Solidarity demands that we amplify the voices of those most silenced - and
those are often women and children living through unimaginable hardship.”

Mover: Communication Workers Union
Seconder: UNISON



